Ashkenazi genetic diseases 


They tested 1,613 Ashkenazi Jews and 552 non- Ashkenazi Jews for certain 
genetic diseases and they found out that 1 out of 100 Ashkenazi had the 
genetic disease and none of the non- Ashkenazi Jews had the disease. Again, 
they tasted 3,104 Ashkenazi and 563 Iraqi Jews for another genetic illness 
and they found out 1 out of 89 of the Ashkenazi hadthe disease and none of 
the Iragi Jews had it. 


Of course this proves that the Iraqi Jews and European Jews are completely 


two different people with no genetic link between them, but I do have a 
problem understanding why highly educated people would decide to test the 
Iraqi Jews. That would be like if Chinese Muslims had some kind of a genetic 

illness, then they would go round and test the Yemeni Muslims and the 

Nigerian Muslims to make sure that this is not a Muslim illness. ( As I was 
typing the last part of the last paragraph, I has to stop because I was 
laughing so hard). 


We tested 3,104 Jewish individuals, primarily of Ashkenazi 
descent, for the two most common FAC mutations, [VS4 and 
322delG. Thirty-five IVS4 carriers were identified, for a carrier 
frequency of | in 89. To determine if the [VS4 mutation was 
confined to the Ashkenazi Jewish population, we tested 563 Iraqi 
Jews for IVS4, and no carriers were found. Because the IVS4 
mutation has only been found on chromosomes of Ashkenazi 
Jewish origin. 


(Source: Laboratory of Human Genetics and Hematology, Rockefeller University, 
New York, NY 10021-6399, USA) 





The purpose of this study was to determine the frequency of blmAsh 
mutation carriers in a randomly sampled Ashkenazi Jewish population 
in Israel. The initial study group included 1,613 Ashkenazi Jews who 
were referred for routine DNA screening tests (cystic fibrosis, 
Gaucher, Canavan, fragile X). None had a family history of BS. A 
group of 552 non-Ashkenazi Jews served as controls. Mutation 


analysis was performed by PCR amplification. All positive carriers 
were confirmed by direct sequencing. Sixteen blmAsh carriers were 
detected among 1,613 Ashkenazi Jews (1 in 101), compared to none 
among 552 non-Ashkenazi individuals. 


(source: ADGenetic Institute, Sourasky Medical Center, Tel Aviv, Israel) 





